
  

  BOMBER Command  

MUSEUM of Canada  

           NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER     

Museum OPERATED BY:Museum OPERATED BY:Museum OPERATED BY:    

THE NANTON LANCASTER  SOCIETY THE NANTON LANCASTER  SOCIETY THE NANTON LANCASTER  SOCIETY    

   VOLUME 26  ISSUE  2                                                                         FALL/WINTER 2011 

25th Anniversary - pg. 10 25th Anniversary - pg. 11 

Halifax project - pg. 18 

CAPA conference - pg. 20 

VE Day event - pg. 4 

Tiger Moth - pg. 22 



         BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Rob Pedersen  ééééééé.. Charlie Cobb   

Greg Morrison   ééééééé Brian Taylor  

Brent Armstrong ééééé. Barry Beresford  
Dan Fox ééé.ééééé... Tink Robinson 

Bob Evans éé... éééé... Karl Kjarsgaard 

John Phillips éééééé... Francis Gardner 

Dennis Muldoon ééééééééééé.. 
  ððððïðVolunteer positionsðððïð- 

Honourary President éé.  éé..  Don Hudson 

President ééééééé.  éé.  Rob Pedersen 
Vice-President éééé. éé.   Greg Morrison  

Secretary ééééééé. éé.   Charlie Cobb 

Treasurer ééééééééé.     Brian Taylor 
Curator - Editor éééééééé.  Bob Evans 

Anson Restoration éé.ééé.  Rob Pedersen 

Gift Shop coordinatoréééé.  Ev Murakami  

Library & Displays ééééé..  Dave Birrell 
Webmaster ééééééé.  Brent Armstrong  

 ð-ððððððð STAFFððððððððð 

Office Manager éééééééé. Julie Taylor 
Visitor Services Manageréééé..Bev Nelson 

       NEWSLETTER CONTENTS 

 2 

Executive list -  Presidentôs Report ééééééé.....  2 
Membership options  - Museum hoursðContact info...... 3 
Special Choir -VE Day celebrationéééééééé... 4 
Planes Trains & Elevators - W. C. Model Contest .....é.  5  
Area rancher honoured - UK BC Memorial  ééé........ 6 

Bomber Command Memorial cont.- On the road again.... 7 
Yellow Wings commemorative BCATP flightéé.é..... 8 
Joe English Memorial Fly-in éééééééé.éé... 9 
25th Anniversary of Museum -408 Sqdn 70th..é10-11-12 
Wing part off Bazôs Lancaster from Senateséé.éé...13 
Avro Anson update éééééééééééé...é ..14 
Dambuster, Fred Sutherland donates prints - books. é...15 
In MemoriamðRestoration of Merlins etcéé..é.16 - 17 

 Halifax 57 Rescue recent finds éééééééé 18 -19 
CAPA Conference attendedééééé.ééééé.... 20 
Boly wings to GreenwoodðNose Art + Artistsé..é..   21 
Tiger Moth restoration -wings recoveredééééé.... 22 
Newsletter on WebsiteðCurator/Editor report éé...... 23 
ADVERTISERS ééééééééééééééé. 24 

           PRESIDENTôS REPORT 
                    by Rob Pedersen 
   With another season behind us and the 

snow beginning to fall, it is a good time to 

look back and reflect over the past 25 years 

and the accomplishments of this museum.    

Of course a museum is really just a building 

with ñstuffò in it, albeit in this case some 

pretty amazing ñstuff,ò so who I really want 

to recognize are the people who have 

brought this museum to life. Those people 

are our volunteers.  

   Whether you volunteer on our board of 

directors, the front desk or work shops   I 

would like to take this opportunity to 

personally thank all of you; 25 years of 

success and growth would not have 

happened if it were not for you. It started 

with the foresight of three gentlemen in 

Nanton, Howie Armstrong, George White 

and Fred Garret. From there the enthusiasm 

has spread and now we have members 

worldwide and volunteers traveling great 

distances just to be part of our group. I 

remember as a little boy, traveling from 

Lethbridge to Calgary, passing through the 

little town with the big plane. What I didnôt 

know at the time is that the little town had 

an even bigger community spirit. 

   For 25 years our group has told the story 

of the people who trained in the British 

Commonwealth Air Training Plan and then 

went on to serve in Bomber Command.     

   We started with a lone Lancaster bomber, 

as we started to grow, a weathered Avro  

Anson joined the bomber sitting on the side 

of the road. That was the beginning of our 

momentum. Soon we had Bomber Days, 

where you could tour through the Lancaster, 

then came a roof and four walls to protect 

 



               MUSEUM HOURS   

   April 16 to October 15 - Open Daily  

                        9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
   Oct. 16  to April 15 - Open weekends only    

                       10 a.m. to 4 p.m.    

  To book group or special visits 

                Call  1-(403)-646-2270  

 The Nanton Lancaster Society is a nonThe Nanton Lancaster Society is a nonThe Nanton Lancaster Society is a non---profit, profit, profit, 
volunteer society, registered with Revenue Canada volunteer society, registered with Revenue Canada volunteer society, registered with Revenue Canada 
as a charitable organization and is pleased to issue as a charitable organization and is pleased to issue as a charitable organization and is pleased to issue 
tax receipts for donations of funding or materials. tax receipts for donations of funding or materials. tax receipts for donations of funding or materials.    

The Society is working toward restoration of The Society is working toward restoration of The Society is working toward restoration of 
Nanton's Lancaster Bomber and development of the Nanton's Lancaster Bomber and development of the Nanton's Lancaster Bomber and development of the 
Air Museum with this historic aircraft as the Air Museum with this historic aircraft as the Air Museum with this historic aircraft as the 
centerpiece. The museum honours all those centerpiece. The museum honours all those centerpiece. The museum honours all those 
associated with Bomber Command and  associated with Bomber Command and  associated with Bomber Command and  
commemorates the activities of the British commemorates the activities of the British commemorates the activities of the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan.Commonwealth Air Training Plan.Commonwealth Air Training Plan. 

        CONTACT INFORMATION  
            
                      Office Manager: 
     office@bombercommandmuseum.ca 
 
                     Visitor Services: 
  visitorservices@bombercommandmuseum.ca 
 
                            Curator:  
    curator@bombercommandmuseum.ca 
 
             Telephone: (403) 646-2270 
   
             Fax No.       (403) 646-2214  
 
                             Website: 
     <www.bombercommandmuseum.ca>  
                       Mailing Address:  

            The Nanton Lancaster Society  

            P.O. Box 1051 

            Nanton, Alberta 

            Canada   T0L 1R0         

   BECOME A MEMBER OF THE  

 NANTON LANCASTER  SOCIETY 
  ððððððððððððððððð 

      - ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  -  $20 - 

  ððððððððððððððððð 

   SQUARE FOOTER MEMBERSHIP  
For a donation of $100 or more you become a 

SQUARE FOOTER member and receive:  
A certificate stating you are a Square 

Footer member; a three-year membership 

c/w a bi-annual newsletter.  

Your name placed on a permanent 

plaque in the museum;   

An official tax receipt for income tax 

purposes; -  
   ððððððððððððððððï 

          LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP   
For a donation of $500 or more, you become a 
LIFETIME MEMBER and receive:  

- A Lifetime member certificate; - your name 

on a permanent plaque in the museum;   
- an official tax receipt for income tax 

purposes. - bi-annual newsletter. 

   ððððððððððððððððï 

     WING COMMANDERS CLUB  
For a donation of $5000 or more you  become  

a  member  of  the WING COMMANDERS 

CLUB and receive:  

- all the rights of a Lifetime member; 

PLUS your name on a special permanent 

plaque on the Wing Commanders board.   

 3 our historic artifacts from the elements. It 

has been said, ñIf you build it they will 

come,ò and come they did.  

   We now have a first class facility housing 

a most impressive collection that telling 

story of the role Canada played  during 

WWII. Through the museumôs 

interpretative programs and special events, 

we continue to honour those who fought for 

the freedom we enjoy today. 

 <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

 



Standing L-R are: Margaret May, Pearl 

Parker, Patsy Parker, and Denny May. 

Margaret is holding the formed lucky ring 

which has just been presented by Patsy.  

    On Sunday, May 1, Spiritus Chamber 

Choir gave a unique performance at the 

Bomber Command Museum. Surrounded by 

an incredible array of historic planes, from 

the famous Snowbird to the museum's 

centrepiece, the Lancaster Bomber, the 

performance marked the start of a thrilling 

month for the choir. 

   Choir Director, Timothy Shantz said, 

ñThis is one of the most exciting times in 

the choirôs history, with our first 

international tour. We were honoured to be 

invited to participate in the 40th Florilege 

Vocale de Tours International Choir 

Competition in France.ò Performing in 

Nanton was a way of promoting the choir 

and giving them a practice prior to going on 

tour.  The performance was enjoyed by all. 

 <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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  SPECIAL CHOIR IN THE MUSEUM  

               Running Merlins on VE Day 

       VE -DAY CELEBRATION 2011  

   Lancaster FM159  (F2-T) was rolled out 

of the museum hangar the morning of May 

8, to start off the celebrations. Its two 

restored Merlin engines were to be run-up  

twice during the day. Also for the first time 

in a number of years, visitors were allowed 

to go through the Lancaster during the day. 

   During the day, the museum presented, 

Denny May, son of WWI fighter pilot, Wop 

May, with his fatherôs lucky ring. The ring 

had been donated to the museum by the 

family of a young airman, Geoffrey Parker, 

to whom Wop had given it while instructing 

during WWII. Members of the Parker 

family were present. 

  Another special guest of the day was Don 

Hudson, Honourary President of the 

Bomber Command Museum and nephew of 

Roy Chadwick, designer of the Lancaster, 

Don spoke briefly to a crowd assembled at 

the museum of his Uncle Roy and the 

development of the Lancaster bomber. He 

pointed out this year was the 70th 

anniversary of the first flight of a Lancaster 

and how it played a major role in winning 

the war.  

  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 



    PLANES TRAINS & ELEVATORS  
                           AND THE 
 WESTERN CANADIAN REGIONAL MODEL CONTEST  

   On this page are a few photos from this 

yearôs event which was very well attended. 

Added this year to contributing venues was 

the newly opened Museum of Miniatures.  

   The main hangar of the museum was fully 

occupied with tables displaying many 

different types of models, not just aircraft. 

Former airline pilot and aviation historian 

and  author, Chris Weicht, was on hand 

with a supply of his books about early 

Western Canadian aviation history. 

   For those who visited all four venues, plus 

the many antique stores, it was a full day. 

  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

The museum hangar filled with models. 

Three examples are shown of the different 

types of models entered in the contest. 

    PROGRESS WITH THE BEECH 18 

   Wayne Bailey continues to work on this 

aircraft four or five days a week and 

sometimes more. During the summer the 

only thing that kept him from working 

every day was his golf schedule! Also 

during the summer he volunteered to haul 

the museum's traveling display to several air 

shows with his pickup. 

   He has the Beech 18ôs cabin floor boards 

made, the cabin stripped, and is 

painstakingly cleaning up every crevice 

inside the fuselage with rotary wire brushes 

and sometimes just plain elbow-grease! 

  Wayne has inventoried the parts on hand 

and has listed all items that are still needed 

and is actively looking for sources of 

missing parts. 

  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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The Beech 18 - Wayne Baileyôs project.  
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 AREA RANCHER AWARD CEREMONY  

   Southern Alberta rancher, Reid Moynihan, 

was seven years old when a US Airforce F-

106 crashed on his family ranch in June, 

1977, in the Alberta foothills killing the 

young pilot. Reid has kept a monument at 

the site for 34 years. 

   Reid spent many years searching for 

answers as to why this happened and in so 

doing eventually contacted the pilotôs 

family. He had also contacted the Montana 

National Guard for information. Due to this 

Chris and Ken Denning, family members of 

the pilot, Dave Denning, travelled from 

Montana last summer to the site of the crash 

on the Moynihan ranch where they placed a 

headstone. 

   In a ceremony on July 28, at the Bomber 

Command Museum, members of the Air 

National Guard presented Reid  Moynihan 

with the Montana National Guard Patriot 

Medal for the part he played in bringing the 

Alberta rancher, Reid Moynihan, accepts 

the Montana National Guard Patriot 

Medal, from Brigadier General John Walsh, 

of the Montana National Guard, at the July 

28 ceremony. Retired RCMP  Const. Dennis 

Muldoon stands by. 

story to light thus ensuring that the young 

US airman, Dave Denning, would be 

remembered. 

  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

    UK BOMBER COMMAND MEMORIAL  

   A Royal Canadian Air Force C-17 

Transport landed at Lethbridge, Alberta, on 

Remembrance Day to pick up 800 pounds 

of aluminium that was once part of a 

wartime RCAF Halifax Bomber. The metal 

will become part of a £6,000,000 Bomber 

Command Memorial currently under 

construction in Green Park, London. 

   The aluminium is being provided by the 

Bomber Command Museum of Canada to 

draw attention to the fact that 10,000 of the 

over 55,000 airmen lost with Bomber 

Command during World War II were 

Canadians. 

   Halifax Bomber LW682 was part of 426 

Squadron RCAF and was shot down in 

1944, crashing into a swamp in Belgium. 

The seven Canadians and one Briton aboard 

were killed. The bodies of three of the 

Canadian airmen, missing in action and 

entombed in the Halifax bomber, were 

recovered in 1997 and given a full military 



 

            ON THE ROAD AGAIN  

   Thanks to museum volunteer Wayne 

Bailey and others, the museumôs Travelling 

Display visited air shows at Cranbrook, 

B.C., Airdrie, and Lethbridge this summer. 

Thousands of young and not-so-young 

people had a chance to operate the integral 

mid-upper gun turret (with  mock-up guns). 

Those volunteers with the display enjoyed 

visiting with many of our members and 

others at these spectacular events. A 

SPECIAL THANKS to WAYNE and ALL 

volunteers who accompanied the display. 

  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

The museumôs traveling display at Airdrie. 

The RCAF C-17 aircraft takes off from 

Lethbridge, November 11, with the special 

ingots that will become part of the Bomber 

Command Memorial in London, England. 

funeral in Geraardsbergen, Belgium. 

   Recovered parts of the Halifax were  

saved and brought to Canada. Some parts 

were used in the restoration of the Halifax 

bomber currently on display at Trenton, 

Ontario. The unusable aluminium was 

saved due to the rarity and heritage of this 

RCAF metal and was melted down into 

ingots to be used in the future for Air Force 

Memorials, plaques, and statues by the 

Bomber Command Museum of Canada. 

   The design of the roof of the 8.5m-tall 

pavilion was inspired by the geodetic 

construction used in the Vickers Wellington 

bomber. This memorial will incorporate the 

aluminium ingots into the making of the 

roof panels that cover the Wellington 

geodetic pattern roof supports. The pavilion 

will house a larger than life sculpture of 

seven aircrew, carvings and inscriptions. 

The  memorial is to be dedicated June 2012. 

   Interestingly, the RCAF C-17 aircraft that 

transported this special shipment is part of 

429 ñBisonò Squadron which flew Halifax 

Bombers during World War II. 

  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Karl Kjarsgaard transferring ingots from 

his pickup trick to the bay of a C-17. 
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Doug Bowman photo 

Doug Bowman photo 



       YELLOW WINGS TOUR  
Four aircraft used to train pilots during the 

Second World War flew over the museum on 

July 10 as part of ñVintage Wingsò cross-
country tour to raise awareness of the British 

Commonwealth Air Training Plan. The 

Fairchild Cornell, North American Harvard, and 
Boeing Stearman from Vintage Wings took off 

from the Springbank Airport west of Calgary 

and were joined en-route by Gordon Jones 

flying his Tiger Moth. The aircraft flew over the 
museum and then over the former RCAF base 

east of Nanton that was the site of #2 Flying 

Instructor School and #19 Service Flying 
Training School prior to landing at Claresholm. 

The pilots and support crew were then driven to 

the museum for lunch, a tour of the museum, 
and a Lancaster engine start-up. 

 <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
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Gordon Jones, in his Tiger Moth over flies 

Nanton as part of the Yellow Wings fly-past. 

A Stearman (top) and a Fairchild Cornel, 

both  from Vintage Wings, Gatineau, 

Quebec, as they passed over Nanton as part 

of the Yellow Wings fly-by. 

The Lancasterôs two overhauled Merlins 

were started up for the visiting Yellow 

Wings pilots and ground crew. 

Yellow Wings visitors pose under the wing 

of the Lanc along with Gordon Jones 

(fourth from the right). 

The Vintage Wings Harvard taxiing in after 

landing at Claresholm  as part of the Yellow 

Wings fight. The Cornell, Stearman and 

Tiger Moth are parked up ahead. 

Doug Bowman photo 


